Introduction

The Migcigccippi Department of Human Services (MDHQ) hag partnered with the
Adminigctration for Children and Familieg (ACF), U.Q. Department of Health and
Human Cerviceg, and the citizene of Miggiccippi to improve the well-being of
the children and their familieg in Miggicgippi. We are doing thie by focucing on
healthy marriage/relationghipe and fatherhood programe. Marriage hag long
been the foundation of cociety but more often familiec today are being plagued
with divorece and parente are burdened with debt and inadequacies. Together
we can bring about pogitive growth in Miggicgippi and prepare a way for

children and familieg to cuctain healthy living/relationchipe with one another.

Foundation for Familiec Unit

MDHQ ectabliched the Foundation for Familiee Unit within the Divigcion of Economic Acgictance to connect familiec to
regourceg, equip familiee with the ckille needed to colve probleme, make healthy choicec and access cerviceg, advocate
healthy marriages and relationghipe, increace father’c involvement in the liveg of their children and reduce out of wedlock
pregnancies. The Foundation for Familieg Unit worke with children and familiec to provide the ckille and knowledge
needed to sustain a healthy life and family. The Unit supporte thirty (30) Family Firet Regource Centere in the ctate
allowing them to offer educational clagges, free of charge, to children and families. The claggeg include:

o Abctinence-Until-Marriage and Youth Development Education «o\)ﬂ/lg;l 770
e Regponcgible Fatherhood Training FAMILIES %

¢ Healthy Marriage Education
e Parenting Skille Training




Abctinence-Until-Marriage and Youth Development

The goal of the abgtinence and youth development component ig¢ to help youth abgtain from gexual activity
until marriage, perform better academieally, achieve goalc they've cet for themeelveg, create
a healthy celf-image, have a greater recigctance to peer prescure, a deeper regpect

for parental valuee and build a commitment to their communities. All of

thege thinge can be done through the Family Firet Resource Center's monthly

educational  claccee and  through precentationg, after-gchool, clube, and

mentoring programe. By working together, we can deglamorize violence.
drug wuge, ricky cex and dangerous behaviore often portrayed to our youth
through cocial media a¢ normal functiong of cociety. Improvement requireg
involvement.

Regpongible Fatherhood

Fatherg are eceential for healthy growth and character development in children. They are
advicore, role modele, confidante, protectore, heroee, and friends. Fathere teach their
children the difference between right and wrong and explain how the decicione they make
today can affect the rest of their liveg. Fathere teach core valueg and prepare their children

for the challenges and opportunitiec that lie ahead, all the while offering unyielding love
and cupport.

Regpongible fatherhood clagges are offered monthly by the Family Firet Recource Centers to
fathere and expectant fathere, agee 15 and older, who want to be educated, encouraged,
ingpired and aggcicted in becoming stronger leadere in their children’s lives. Regpongible
fatherhood clagses can bridge gape and forge newer, better and ctronger relationchipe within
the family unit.




Healthy Marriage

Healthy Marriage definee marriage ag a loving, mutually cupportive and
monogamoug relationchip between a hugband and a wife committed to a
lifetime together. Too often marriageg are chort lived and familieg cuffer the
loge of one or more parent through divorce or ceparation. Healthy marriage
clacgee provided monthly by the Family Firet Recource Centere offer

knowledge and understanding to engaged coupleg, newlyweds, married
coupleg in digtregg, couples making the trangition to becoming parents, co-habiting coupleg and couples who are caretakere
of relatives. The program advocates ctrong, healthy, lifelong marriages; promotes the importance of both mothere and
fathere in the livee of their children; and worke to prevent out-of-wedlock pregnancies.

Parenting

Parente are the leading influencere in their children’s liveg, from the gporte they
play to the foode they eat to the decicione they make. Even when you think
children aren‘t lictening, they are; what you gay and do mattere more than any
other influence in their lives.

The Family Firet Recource Centere provide monthly parenting clacces, and offer
ceminarge, workchope, and other structured activitiee that cover topice cuch ac:
appropriate digcipline, child development, health, cafety, nutrition, and newborn
parent education. Qerviceg alco include; profeccionally led life ckille training and
offere cources of ongoing peer support and problem colving to all parente.




Cummary

The Foundation for Families Unit i¢ committed to Migciccippi and all Miggiccippiane. Working together we can make a
positive difference in our children’s and our family's lives. Improvement requires involvement. There are thirty (30)
Family Firet Regource Centere in Migcgiccippi open to anyone who ic interested in making a

pogitive change from abetinence- until-marriage and youth

development, to recpongible fatherhood. to healthy marriage,

to parenting, to volunteering in Miggisgippi.
Woe're in thic together. Let's make Miggicgippi

etrong.



